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Accelerate energy effi ciency for a rapid, affordable 
and equitable transition to zero emissions
Today, attendees at the National Energy Effi ciency Summit welcomed the Albanese 
Government’s announcement of its forthcoming National Energy Performance Strategy. The 
announcement is an important fi rst step to harness the power of energy effi ciency in reducing 
emissions, lowering energy bills, and improving productivity.

As part of the new Strategy announced by Assistant Minister Jenny McAllister at the Summit 
today, delegates called on all governments to consult and develop an ambitious national 
energy effi ciency target to 2030, backed in by a robust, fully funded set of policies and 
programs to deliver it to help address the energy affordability, climate change and health 
crisis.

An energy effi ciency target, supported by practical programs to improve energy effi ciency in 
homes, businesses, and industry, will help us shore up our energy supply, lower energy bills, 
address poverty and inequality, and reduce emissions faster and cheaper.

Australia’s energy effi ciency target for 2030 needs to deliver all the electricity and gas savings 
already assumed - but not yet locked in - through the Integrated System Plan, as well as 
targeting further cost effective opportunities to cut bills and emissions. To do this, we need 
a rapid review of state and national policies, and a new economy-wide framework for energy 
effi ciency supported by focused plans that target the opportunities and challenges in each 
sector.

There is an opportunity to work together to bring the benefi ts of energy effi ciency to the 
nation. By setting our sights on an ambitious target and doing the work necessary to meet it, 
the benefi ts to people, our economy and environment will be substantial and ongoing.

The case for energy effi ciency has never been stronger

As bills mount in the wake of surging global energy prices, and the climate change crisis 
worsens, the case for energy effi ciency has never been stronger. Too many households and 
businesses are struggling under the pressure of unnecessarily high energy bills, and too 
many of our most vulnerable live in dangerously cold or hot homes. A rapid uptake of energy 
effi ciency and management will:

• Immediately reduce energy bills and prevent energy hardship;
• Slash emissions at least cost and accelerate the transition to a net zero economy, 

keeping open a pathway to limiting global warming to 1.5º;
• Reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and improve energy security;
• Improve health and wellbeing, and reduce poverty and inequality.



Energy efficiency is critical to our energy security

Around the world, we see the fragility of today’s energy systems. At home, the Integrated 
System Plan relies on reducing gas consumption by at least 101 PJ and electricity demand by 
at least 21TWh by 2030. Market bodies are warning of potential domestic gas shortages in 
the coming years. Energy efficiency can help bridge this gap, without losing the industry and 
services that use gas today - but we don’t yet have the policies in place to achieve it at the 
scale required.

Energy efficiency underpins the transition to net zero

Australia is accelerating the transition to a prosperous net zero economy. Over the next 27 
years we can make our nation a clean energy superpower, leveraging our immense renewable 
energy resources. However, we need ambitious deployment of energy efficiency technologies 
to achieve the clean energy transformation at least cost, in the fastest possible time.

Global bodies like the International Energy Agency and International Renewable Energy 
Agency see energy efficiency and electrification alone achieving more than 40% of emissions 
reductions by 2050. Modelling by Climateworks Centre points to a 16% reduction in total 
energy use by 2030 in a 1.5ºC pathway – which can only be achieved through energy 
efficiency.

The opportunity is huge, but there are challenges before us. This winter has given us 
glimpses of what a disorderly transition looks like - energy price spikes, supply shortfalls, and 
fears of widespread energy poverty.

It’s time to get on with it

The solutions to our energy challenges are in our hands – right here, right now. Not only will 
they save us money, but they’ll make the nation a better place to live and work. There’s a lot 
that is outside of our control right now, but there’s also a lot we can do:

• We can retrofit poorly performing homes, prioritising low-income households, today. 
• We can build high-quality, climate-safe new homes, today.
• We can audit, monitor and improve energy efficiency in businesses, today.
• We can start to upgrade our industry with new, efficient clean technologies, today. 
• We can change how we use energy to align with renewable energy production, today. 

Today, we can start with simple, straightforward solutions while we rework our energy 
frameworks to drive deeper savings. There are some clear initial priorities for federal, state 
and territory governments to achieve the target:

Deeply embed energy efficiency into the economy by reforming the National Energy 
Objectives and energy market regulation to promote an efficiency-first approach, supercharge 
equipment energy efficiency standards and implement vehicle fuel efficiency standards.

Address Australia’s poor housing stock by prioritising the deployment of energy efficiency 
upgrades in low-income housing, adopting 7 star new housing by 2023 nationally and working 
towards zero carbon ready homes quickly, implementing mandatory energy performance 
disclosure of existing homes and minimum energy efficiency rental standards by 2025.

Enhance hard-won gains in commercial buildings by expanding coverage of NABERS 
and the Commercial Buildings Disclosure program and rapidly incentivising electrification and 
retrofit of existing commercial buildings.

Jump start the industrial transformation by extending business energy efficiency 
education and advice, and creating an industrial decarbonisation strategy that includes R&D, 
innovation support, deployment, finance and assistance to businesses to invest in clean 
technology.
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