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Eastgate: Getting the basics right 

 
• Client, architect, engineer and contractor 

 
• Learning from precedents 

 
 

• Climate – high diurnal temperature swing 
 

• Building orientation – East-West 
 
• Building form - narrow-plan offices + central 

atrium 
 

• Local materials & skills 
 

 



Eastgate: Getting the basics right 

 
 

Features: 
 
• Exposed thermal mass 
• External shading 

 
• Openable windows 
• Operable blinds 
 
• Low WWR (25%) + clear glazing 
• Low-pressure fans, and filters 



Eastgate in-use:  

 
Living with, & learning from the 

challenges 

 
 
• Passive cooling - staying power of slabs 

• extensive monitoring 
 

• Vermin traps..! 
 

• Expectation management (tenants) 
• user education 

 
 

 



Staged coolth release 

– ‘rockstores’ 



The Constitutional Court 

of South Africa 









Council House II 



Federation Square, Melbourne 



Nothing new under the sun..? 
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